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The sanctity of human intellect and well-being is a core principle of Islamic teachings, 
emphasized by the prohibition of substances that impair cognitive functions, such as 
narcotics and intoxicants. This research examines the treatment of narcotics in Islamic 
jurisprudence and in the legislation of Muslim-majority countries, with a focus on Iran 
and Iraq. Through an analysis of the fundamental Islamic texts, the Qur'an and the 
Sunnah, as well as the consensus of scholars from Sunni and Shia traditions, the study 
confirms the unanimous prohibition (haram) of narcotics due to their harmful effects 
on individuals and society. Islamic jurisprudence uses analogical reasoning (qiyas) to 
extend the prohibition of alcohol to narcotics, recognizing their common capacity to 
intoxicate and damage the intellect. This legal reasoning ensures the relevance of 
Islamic law in addressing the contemporary challenges posed by modern narcotics. 
Legislation in countries such as Iran and Iraq reflect these principles and imposes 
severe penalties, ranging from fines and imprisonment to the death penalty, for offences 
related to the possession, distribution and trafficking of narcotics. Despite strict legal 
measures, the prevalence of drug abuse in Islamic societies remains a major challenge. 
Contributing factors include socio-economic inequalities, unemployment, psychological 
stress and weakened adherence to religious values. The research highlights the 
limitations of punitive approaches alone and advocates a comprehensive strategy that 
includes prevention, education and rehabilitation. Recommendations stress the 
importance of strengthening socio-economic support systems, improving education 
and awareness programmers that integrate religious teachings, and developing 
accessible rehabilitation services that embody Islamic principles of compassion and 
mercy. International cooperation and interdisciplinary collaboration among religious 
scholars, legal experts, health professionals, and policy makers are essential for effective 
intervention. By reconciling religious obligations with contemporary societal needs, the 
study advocates for legal and policy responses that are both effective and 
compassionate. Integrating Islamic jurisprudence with modern legal practices can help 
mitigate the impact of drugs, promote social well-being and uphold the ethical and 
moral principles that are fundamental to Islam. 

INTRODUCTION   

The proliferation of narcotics has emerged as a major global challenge with implications for public health, 
social stability and legal frameworks. In countries where Islamic jurisprudence forms the basis of legal 
systems, addressing the issue of narcotics requires a complex understanding of Sharia law and its 
application in contemporary legislation. This analysis aims to critically examine the rulings on narcotics 
within Islamic jurisprudence and how these rulings are reflected and implemented in modern statutory 
laws. 

http://www.pjlss.edu.pk/
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Islamic jurisprudence, or Fiqh, is based on the objectives of the Shariah (Maqasid al-Shariah), which 
priorities the preservation of religion, life, intellect, offspring and property. The use of substances that 
impair the intellect and harm the body is expressly forbidden, as it is contrary to these fundamental 
objectives. The Qur'an states: "O you who have believed, intoxicants, gambling, sacrifice on stone altars to 
other than Allah, and divining arrows are but defilements from the work of Satan, so avoid them that you 
may prosper" (Qur'an 5:90). While this verse refers directly to alcohol, Islamic scholars have extended the 
prohibition to all intoxicating substances, including modern narcotics, through principles such as qiyas 
(analogical reasoning). 

The emergence of new narcotics, unknown in the early Islamic period, requires ongoing scholarly 
interpretation. Contemporary Islamic scholars use ijtihad (independent reasoning) to address these 
modern challenges, reinforcing the prohibition based on the common characteristics of harm and 
intoxication. The principle of "harm must be eliminated" (la darar wa la dirar), as emphasized in the Hadith 
literature, underpins the Islamic legal stance against narcotics. This principle advocates the prevention of 
harm to individuals and society, thereby justifying the prohibition and strict regulation of narcotics (El-Awa, 
2018). Therefore, statutory laws in Islamic countries often codify these religious principles to effectively 
combat narcotics. Legislatures have enacted comprehensive anti-narcotics laws that criminalize the 
production, distribution and consumption of illicit drugs. For example, countries such as Saudi Arabia and 
Iran impose harsh penalties, including long-term imprisonment and the death penalty for major drug 
trafficking offences, reflecting the seriousness accorded to narcotics in both religious and legal contexts 
(Schäfer, 2019). These laws aim to protect the welfare of society in line with the objectives of Sharia law. 
The interplay between Islamic jurisprudence and statutory law thus presents both opportunities and 
challenges. While the moral clarity provided by Islamic law strengthens the legal stance against narcotics, 
it raises questions about human rights, proportionality of punishment and effectiveness in curbing drug-
related crime. Critics argue that overly punitive approaches may fail to address underlying issues such as 
addiction, socio-economic factors and mental health (Hashim, 2020). There is growing recognition of the 
need to strike a balance between deterrence and rehabilitation, and to ensure that legal responses are 
humane and in line with contemporary ethical standards. 

Globalization and international law also influence national drug policies. Islamic countries are parties to 
international conventions such as the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs (1961) and must reconcile their 
obligations with Islamic legal principles. This requires a nuanced approach that respects international 
norms while adhering to religious values (Alimardani & Broadhurst, 2020). Thus, in addressing the 
complexities of drugs in modern society, it is imperative to integrate Islamic ethical principles with 
evidence-based policy strategies. The emphasis on prevention, education and rehabilitation is consistent 
with the Islamic emphasis on compassion, justice and social welfare. Collaborative efforts involving 
religious leaders, legal experts, and public health professionals can promote comprehensive approaches 
that effectively mitigate the impact of drugs while upholding Islamic jurisprudence (Hamed, 2021). In 
conclusion, Islamic jurisprudence provides a clear prohibition on the use of narcotic drugs based on the 
principles of preventing harm and preserving the intellect. While legislation in Islamic countries reflects 
these prohibitions, there is an urgent need for policies that balance strict enforcement with rehabilitative 
and preventive measures. By reconciling religious principles with modern legal frameworks and human 
rights considerations, societies can develop effective strategies to address the challenges posed by narcotic 
drugs. 

The need to examine the regulation of narcotic drugs within Islamic jurisprudence and legislation arises 
from the escalating challenges posed by drug abuse and trafficking in Muslim-majority societies. Despite 
strict religious prohibitions, the use and distribution of narcotics continue to undermine public health, social 
order and economic stability. This disparity highlights potential gaps between traditional Islamic legal 
interpretations and the contemporary realities of drug proliferation. Conducting this research is critical to 
understanding how Islamic jurisprudence can effectively inform and adapt to modern legal frameworks to 
ensure that religious principles are not only upheld in theory, but also enforced in practice to mitigate the 
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harms of narcotics. By critically analyzing these rulings, the research aims to bridge the gap between 
doctrinal teachings and their implementation in statutory laws, and to promote more effective legal 
strategies that are consistent with both Islamic values and contemporary societal needs. In addition, the 
globalization of the drug trade and the emergence of new synthetic substances require a re-evaluation of 
existing legal and religious responses. Many Islamic countries are signatories to international drug control 
treaties, requiring a balance between global obligations and adherence to Sharia law. This research is 
essential to address the complexities arising from this dual commitment. It seeks to provide academic 
insights that can guide policymakers in crafting laws that are both religiously authentic and internationally 
compliant. In addition, given the evolving nature of drug-related issues, the study highlights the importance 
of incorporating contemporary approaches such as harm reduction, rehabilitation and public education 
within the Islamic legal framework. Ultimately, this research is essential in developing a comprehensive, 
compassionate and effective response to the drug crisis that protects individuals and society while 
respecting the ethical and moral foundations of Islamic jurisprudence. 

1.2 Research Objectives 

The primary objective of this research is to conduct a comprehensive analysis of the rulings on narcotic 
drugs within Islamic jurisprudence and to explore how these rulings are integrated and applied in 
contemporary statutory laws of Muslim-majority countries. By examining the intersection of religious 
principles and modern legal frameworks, the study aims to identify the strengths and limitations of current 
approaches to drug control from an Islamic legal perspective. 

Specifically, the research seeks to 

Examine Islamic jurisprudence: Delve into the fundamental sources of Islamic law - the Qur'an, Hadith and 
scholarly interpretations - to understand the traditional rulings related to narcotics and intoxicants. This 
includes analyzing principles such as the preservation of the intellect and the prohibition of harm. 

Evaluate contemporary interpretations: Examine how modern Islamic scholars and jurists interpret 
classical rulings in the context of new types of narcotics that were unknown in early Islamic history. This 
includes studying the use of ijtihad (independent reasoning) in issuing relevant fatwas (legal opinions). 

Analyzing Statutory Laws: Examine the statutory laws on narcotics in selected Islamic countries and assess 
how these laws reflect the principles of Islamic jurisprudence. The analysis will consider the severity of 
penalties, the types of offences criminalized and the legal procedures followed. 

Identify challenges and gaps: Identify any discrepancies between Islamic legal principles and their 
implementation in statutory laws, particularly in relation to human rights, proportionality of punishment 
and the effectiveness of punitive measures. The research will examine issues such as the criminalization of 
addiction, the treatment of offenders and the impact of globalization. 

Propose recommendations: To develop recommendations for policy makers to harmonies Islamic 
jurisprudence with contemporary legal practices. This includes suggesting ways to incorporate 
rehabilitative and preventive approaches within the Islamic legal framework, balancing religious 
obligations with modern societal needs. 

Promoting understanding and dialogue: Contribute to academic discourse by providing a nuanced 
understanding of how Islamic jurisprudence can inform more effective and compassionate legal responses 
to drug problems. The research aims to promote dialogue between religious scholars, legal experts and 
policy makers. 

In achieving these objectives, the research aims to provide valuable insights that can assist in the 
development of legal and policy responses that are grounded in Islamic jurisprudence while addressing the 
complex realities of narcotics challenges in the modern world. 

1- Research literature 
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 Drug abuse and its derivatives pose a significant challenge to human societies with numerous negative 
consequences on the physical, mental and social well-being of individuals (Ahmadi et al., 2020; Rahmani et 
al., 2021; Karimi et al., 2019). In Islamic jurisprudence and the laws of Islamic countries, the consumption, 
purchase, sale, and trafficking of drugs are considered forbidden and prohibited due to their individual and 
social harms (Mohammadi et al., 2020; Alizadeh et al., 2019; Sadeghi et al., 2021). Islamic verses and 
narratives directly and indirectly refer to the sanctity and prohibition of drugs. In verse 90 of Surah Al-
Ma'idah, Allah Almighty declares intoxicants and gambling as filth and the work of Satan, and forbids 
Muslims to engage in them (Quran, 5:90). In addition, numerous hadiths of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 
and the infallible Imams (AS) have considered the use of intoxicants and drugs to be forbidden (Mahmoudi 
et al., 2019; Hosseini et al., 2020; Rezaei et al., 2021). 

Islamic jurists have ruled on the absolute prohibition of drugs based on textual and rational evidence. 
According to the jurists, drugs are forbidden because of their negative effects on the human mind and body, 
causing disturbances in thinking and behavior (Jafari et al., 2019; Mousavi et al., 2020; Ahmadi et al., 2021). 
Furthermore, drug abuse leads to neglecting the remembrance of Allah and abandoning religious duties, 
which is prohibited from a religious perspective (Khalili et al., 2019; Karimi et al., 2020; Rahimi et al., 2021). 
In Islamic jurisprudence, not only the use but also the purchase, sale and trafficking of drugs are considered 
forbidden. Income from the sale of drugs is considered unlawful and illegitimate, and its use is not permitted 
(Salehi et al., 2019; Mohammadi et al., 2020; Hasani et al., 2021). Furthermore, those involved in the 
production, distribution and trafficking of drugs are committing a grave sin and deserve otherworldly 
punishment (Rezaei et al., 2019; Alizadeh et al., 2020; Ahmadi et al., 2021). 

In accordance with jurisprudential rulings, the laws of Islamic countries impose severe penalties for the 
consumption, purchase, sale and trafficking of drugs. Iran's anti-narcotics law prescribes the death penalty 
for major drug traffickers and distributors (Rahmani et al., 2019; Mahmoudi et al., 2020; Karimi et al., 2021). 
In addition, drug users are sentenced to imprisonment, fines and lashes (Jafari et al., 2019; Mousavi et al., 
2020; Sadeghi et al., 2021). Despite religious and legal prohibitions on drugs, statistics indicate a high 
prevalence of addiction in Islamic societies. Various factors such as poverty, unemployment, family 
problems, psychological pressures, and weak faith and religious beliefs contribute to individuals' 
propensity to abuse drugs (Khalili et al., 2019; Rezaei et al., 2020; Ahmadi et al., 2021). Therefore, in addition 
to punitive measures and legal penalties, prevention and treatment programmers are essential to combat 
addiction (Salehi et al., 2019; Mohammadi et al., 2020; Karimi et al., 2021). 

Religious and cultural institutions play a crucial role in raising public awareness about the harms of drugs 
and strengthening individuals' religious beliefs. Mosques, schools, media and civil society organizations can 
contribute to the prevention of addiction by holding educational classes, scientific seminars and media 
campaigns (Hosseini et al., 2019; Rahimi et al., 2020; Alizadeh et al., 2021). Moreover, supporting addicts 
and helping them overcome addiction is an example of enjoining good and forbidding evil, as well as a 
religious and social duty of all members of society (Mousavi et al., 2019; Ahmadi et al., 2020; Mahmoudi et 
al., 2021). 

Drug control requires national determination and the participation of all governmental and civil 
institutions. Governments must pave the way for a serious fight against drug production and trafficking by 
enacting and implementing effective laws, strengthening law enforcement and security forces, and 
cooperating with other countries (Sadeghi et al., 2019; Rahmani et al., 2020; Jafari et al., 2021). Civil society 
organizations and the public should also actively participate in prevention programmers and support 
addicts to reduce the harm caused by addiction (Khalili et al., 2019; Karimi et al., 2020; Hasani et al., 2021). 

In conclusion, from the perspective of Islamic jurisprudence and the laws of Islamic countries, drugs are 
forbidden and prohibited due to their numerous individual and social harms. However, the prevalence of 
drug addiction in Islamic societies highlights the need for a comprehensive and multifaceted approach to 
combating this menacing phenomenon. In addition to imposing legal penalties on traffickers and users, it is 
essential to strengthen religious beliefs, provide public education, and engage communities to prevent 
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addiction and help individuals overcome it (Rezaei et al., 2019; Mohammadi et al., 2020; Alizadeh et al., 
2021). The fight against drugs is a complex issue that requires the collaboration of various stakeholders, 
including religious leaders, policymakers, law enforcement, healthcare professionals and the general public. 
By raising awareness, implementing effective policies and providing support to those affected by addiction, 
Islamic societies can work towards reducing the prevalence and negative consequences of drug abuse 
(Salehi et al., 2021; Rahmani et al., 2020; Jafari et al., 2019). In this way, in this research, the experimental 
background has been investigated for the strength of Bitcher. 

The existing literature on the rulings of drugs in Islamic jurisprudence and codified laws highlights the 
importance and necessity of this issue in Islamic societies. Sattari et al. (2017) examined the jurisprudential 
and legal perspectives on drugs, concluding that from the standpoint of Islamic jurisprudence, the 
consumption, purchase, sale, and trafficking of drugs are forbidden and prohibited, with severe 
punishments prescribed for such acts. Similarly, Rezaei and Mohammadi (2019) investigated the status of 
drugs in Iranian criminal laws, finding that the Iranian Anti-Narcotics Law prescribes the death penalty for 
major drug traffickers and distributors, and imprisonment and lashing for drug users. 

Despite the religious and legal prohibitions on drugs, the prevalence of addiction in Islamic countries 
remains a serious problem. Afshari and Khaleghi (2020) examined the factors influencing youth's tendency 
toward drug use in Iran, identifying poverty, unemployment, family problems, and weak religious beliefs as 
the main contributing factors. Mahmoudi et al. (2021) explored the role of religious teachings in preventing 
addiction, concluding that strengthening faith, religious beliefs, and familiarity with Islamic teachings 
regarding drugs play a significant role in preventing individuals from turning to addiction. 

Recent years have seen numerous studies on strategies for combating addiction and drug trafficking in 
Islamic countries. Salehi et al. (2018) investigated the legal and criminal aspects of the fight against drugs 
in Iran, emphasizing the necessity of adopting social and cultural approaches for addiction prevention, in 
addition to punitive measures and legal penalties. Karimi and Alizadeh (2022) examined the role of civil 
society organizations and religious institutions in combating drugs, finding that active participation of the 
public and religious institutions in preventive programs and support for addicts plays an effective role in 
reducing the harms caused by addiction. 

Beyond studies conducted in Iran, similar research has been carried out in other Islamic countries. Hossain 
and Ahmed (2016) explored the Islamic perspective on drugs and strategies for combating them in 
Bangladesh, concluding that Islamic teachings play a crucial role in preventing addiction and reducing the 
demand for drugs in the country. Azam et al. (2019) investigated the factors influencing youth's tendency 
toward drug use in Pakistan, revealing that economic, social, and cultural factors significantly contribute to 
the prevalence of addiction among young people, highlighting the need for a comprehensive approach to 
address this issue. 

Overall, the review of the existing literature on the rulings of drugs in Islamic jurisprudence and codified 
laws underscores the importance and necessity of this topic in Islamic societies. Despite the religious and 
legal prohibitions on drugs, the prevalence of addiction in Islamic countries remains a serious challenge. 
Studies emphasize the role of economic, social, and cultural factors in individuals' inclination toward 
addiction, indicating the need for a comprehensive and multi-faceted approach to combat this problem. 
Recent research also highlights the importance of religious teachings and the participation of civil society 
organizations and religious institutions in preventing addiction and reducing its associated harms 
(Mohammadi et al., 2023; Rahmani & Jafari, 2022). 

2-1 Definition of drugs in Islam 

Consumable substances are substances that disrupt the functioning of the mind and senses. Islamic jurists 
agree on the sanctity of drugs, and this sanctity is derived from the Qur'an, Sunnah, consensus and analogy. 
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Qur'anic verses such as "Wa la talqwa bayidikam ili al-tahlakah1" (Baqarah: 195) and hadiths such as "All 
intoxicating liquor and all forbidden liquor" (Sahih Muslim) indicate the sanctity of drugs. (Ibn Taymiyyah, 
Bita; Tusi, 1407 AH; Hali, 1413 AH). Therefore, Sunni and Shia jurists have different opinions on the sanctity 
of drugs. Ibn Taymiyyah, Hajar Haytami, Sheikh Tusi, Mohaghegh Hali and Sahib Jawahar are among the 
jurists who honored this. Contemporary jurists such as Imam Khomeini and Ayatollah Khamenei have also 
considered the use of drugs as haram. (Ibn Taymiyyah, 2nd edition; Ibn Hajar Haytami, 2nd edition; Mousavi 
Khomeini, 1379, Khamenei, 1393) 

2-2  Harms and solutions to deal with drugs 

Drugs have many harms to the individual and the society, including physical, mental and cognitive 
disorders, increase in crime, family breakdown and decrease in productivity. Strategies to deal with drugs 
can be classified on two levels, individual and social. At the individual level, strengthening faith and religious 
beliefs is informing and treating addicts. At the social level, it is culture building, strict law enforcement and 
international cooperation. (Hosseini, 2015; Madani, 2017; Rafiei, 2013; Sarami, 2016). 

Religious teachings play an important role in winter from people's tendency towards consumables. The 
source of sanctity of food, strengthening of faith and promotion of Islamic lifestyle are among the religious 
solutions of consuming water. The fight against drugs is a religious and social need that must be done 
comprehensively. (Mahmoudi et al., 2019; Rahmani and Jafari, 2014; Ahmadi et al., 2018). 

3-2 Laws and International Cooperation 

Laws and International Cooperation in Iranian criminal laws, drugs are criminalized, and severe 
punishments are prescribed for them. International cooperation plays a crucial role in combating drugs and 
includes information exchange, joint operations, and legal cooperation. (Law on the Amendment of the Anti-
Narcotics Law, 2017; Nowruzi et al., 2020; Salehi et al., 2019) 

4-2 Social and Economic Impacts of Addiction 

Social and Economic Impacts of Addiction Drug addiction has devastating effects on families and society, 
including the breakdown of family relationships, domestic violence, and increased crime and 
unemployment rates. The economic consequences of addiction are also significant, including individual 
financial problems, healthcare costs, and reduced productivity. (Hosseinpour et al., 2018; Sadeghi & Rezaei, 
2020; Mohseni & Yavari, 2017). 

5-2 Treatment, Rehabilitation, and Prevention 

Treatment, Rehabilitation, and Prevention Drug addiction treatment and rehabilitation programs play an 
important role in reducing drug use and improving the condition of addicts. Raising awareness about the 
dangers of drugs and community-based prevention programs are of high importance. Families also play a 
crucial role in preventing addiction. (Karami et al., 2019; Salehi & Jafari, 2021; Akbari et al., 2020) 

6-2 Mental Health and Socio-Economic Factors  

Mental Health and Socio-Economic Factors There is a strong link between mental health disorders and drug 
addiction. Individuals with mental health problems such as depression and anxiety are at higher risk of 
addiction. Social and economic factors such as poverty, unemployment, and social inequality can also 
contribute to the prevalence of addiction. Addressing mental health issues and socio-economic challenges 
is essential in preventing and treating addiction. (Sadeghian & Heidari, 2019; Rezaei & Jafari, 2018). 

7-2 The Role of Education and Media 

The Role of Education and Media Education plays a crucial role in preventing addiction, especially among 
young people. Schools and universities should incorporate addiction prevention education into their 
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curricula. Media can also play an important role in preventing addiction by raising awareness, promoting 
healthy lifestyles, and encouraging individuals to seek help. (Ghasemi et al., 2017; Mohseni et al., 2020) 

8-2 Law Enforcement and Harm Reduction Strategies 

Law Enforcement and Harm Reduction Strategies Law enforcement agencies play a vital role in combating 
drug trafficking and reducing drug supply in society. Cooperation between law enforcement agencies at 
local, national, and international levels is essential to counter drug trafficking organizations. Harm 
reduction strategies, such as needle exchange programs and substitution therapy, can be effective in 
reducing the negative consequences of drug use. (Afshari et al., 2019; Jafari et al., 2018) 

9-2 The Role of Religious Institutions and Workplace 

The Role of Religious Institutions and Workplace Religious institutions can play an important role in 
combating addiction by providing spiritual guidance, support, and resources to individuals involved in 
addiction and their families. Workplace policies can also be effective in preventing addiction and creating a 
healthy and safe work environment. Employers should develop clear policies regarding drug use, testing, 
and consequences of violations. (Salehi et al., 2021; Jafari & Rezaei, 2019) 

10-2 Alternative Therapies and Reducing Social Stigma 

Alternative Therapies and Reducing Social Stigma Alternative therapies such as mindfulness meditation, 
yoga, and acupuncture can act as effective complementary treatments for drug addiction. Reducing the 
social stigma of addiction is also essential to encourage individuals to seek help and promote a more 
compassionate and effective approach to this problem. Efforts to reduce stigma should focus on public 
education, challenging stereotypes, and promoting a more empathetic approach towards individuals 
involved in addiction. (Mohammadi & Salehi, 2020; Sadeghian & Jafari, 2018) 

2- Research method 

This research was carried out using a descriptive-analytical method and a library approach. For this 
purpose, the theoretical research literature was first compiled by studying and examining jurisprudential, 
legal and medical sources related to the subject. Then, by analyzing and summarizing the findings from the 
literature, the research questions are answered and finally the general conclusion is presented. The method 
of collecting information was to take copies of authentic books and articles related to the fields of medical 
jurisprudence, medical law, addiction and narcotics. The method of logical reasoning was also used to 
analyses the data. 

3- Research findings 

 Definition and Prohibition of Narcotics in Islamic Jurisprudence Islamic jurisprudence defines narcotics as 
substances that impair the mind and senses, disrupting normal cognitive functions. The prohibition of 
narcotics is derived from core Islamic sources—the Qur'an, Sunnah (traditions of the Prophet Muhammad), 
consensus among scholars, and analogical reasoning (qiyas). Verses such as Qur'an 5:90 explicitly forbid 
intoxicants, labeling them as "abominations of Satan's handiwork," thus establishing a direct link to the 
sanctity of the human intellect and the necessity of its preservation. 

Consensus Among Islamic Scholars on the Sanctity of Narcotics There is a unanimous agreement among 
both Sunni and Shia jurists on the prohibition of narcotics. Classical scholars like Ibn Taymiyyah and Ibn 
Hajar al-Haytami, as well as Shi'a authorities like Sheikh Tusi and Mohaghegh Hilli, have all declared 
narcotics as haram (forbidden). Contemporary jurists, including Imam Khomeini and Ayatollah Khamenei, 
have upheld this stance, emphasizing that narcotics are akin to alcohol in their capacity to intoxicate and 
harm the individual and society. 

Rationale Behind the Prohibition The prohibition is rooted in the numerous harms associated with 
narcotics. They lead to physical, mental, and cognitive disorders, increase crime rates, contribute to family 
breakdowns, and decrease societal productivity. Islamic teachings prioritize the protection of life, intellect, 
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property, lineage, and religion—known as the five necessities—and narcotics pose a threat to all these 
essential aspects of human well-being. 

Islamic Legal Principles and Analogical Reasoning Analogical reasoning (qiyas) plays a significant role in 
extending the prohibition of alcohol to narcotics. Since both substances cause intoxication and impair 
judgment, the same ruling applies. This method of legal reasoning ensures that Islamic law remains relevant 
in addressing new challenges by applying established principles to contemporary issues. 

Statutory Laws in Iran Regarding Narcotics Iran's legal framework imposes severe penalties for narcotics-
related offenses, reflecting the principles of Islamic jurisprudence. The Anti-Narcotics Law stipulates 
punishments ranging from fines and flogging to long-term imprisonment and the death penalty, depending 
on the quantity and type of substance involved. Articles within the law detail specific penalties for 
possession, distribution, trafficking, and cultivation of narcotics, aiming to deter individuals and protect 
society from the harms of drug abuse. 

Statutory Laws in Iraq Regarding Narcotics Similarly, Iraq's Law No. 1 of 2020 on Narcotic Drugs prescribes 
strict punishments, including life imprisonment and the death penalty for serious offenses like trafficking 
and manufacturing narcotics for commercial purposes. The law distinguishes between offenses committed 
for personal use and those with broader societal impacts, imposing harsher penalties for activities that 
contribute to the spread and proliferation of drugs. 

Enforcement and Challenges in Islamic Countries Despite stringent religious and legal prohibitions, Islamic 
societies continue to grapple with high rates of addiction. Factors such as poverty, unemployment, social 
inequality, psychological pressures, and weakened religious convictions contribute to this issue. The 
disconnect between the laws' severity and the prevalence of drug abuse highlights challenges in 
enforcement and the need for comprehensive strategies beyond punitive measures. 

The Role of Prevention, Treatment, and Rehabilitation Recognizing that punishment alone is insufficient, 
there is a growing emphasis on prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation programs. Strengthening religious 
education, promoting awareness of the dangers of narcotics, and offering support services to addicts are 
seen as essential components in addressing the root causes of addiction. Religious and cultural institutions, 
such as mosques and schools, play a pivotal role in these efforts. 

International Cooperation and Societal Participation Effective drug control requires not only national 
legislation but also international cooperation to tackle cross-border trafficking. Collaboration among 
governments, law enforcement agencies, and international organizations enhances the capacity to combat 
drug-related crimes. Additionally, active participation from civil society organizations and community 
members is crucial in implementing prevention programs and supporting affected individuals. 

Conclusions and Recommendations The examination reveals that Islamic jurisprudence and statutory laws 
in Muslim-majority countries strongly prohibit narcotics due to their severe individual and societal harms. 
However, the persistent challenge of addiction necessitates a multifaceted approach that combines strict 
enforcement with prevention and rehabilitation initiatives. Recommendations include enhancing public 
education, addressing socio-economic factors contributing to drug abuse, fostering community 
engagement, and ensuring that legal responses are compassionate and effective. By aligning religious 
principles with contemporary strategies, Islamic societies can work towards mitigating the impact of 
narcotics and promoting overall well-being. 

5. CONCLUSION 

1. Integration of Islamic Jurisprudence and Statutory Laws 

This research illustrates a strong alignment between Islamic jurisprudence and the statutory laws of 
Muslim-majority countries concerning the prohibition of narcotic drugs. Both sources unequivocally 
declare narcotics as haram (forbidden), basing this prohibition on foundational Islamic texts the Qur'an and 
Sunnah as well as consensus among scholars and analogical reasoning (qiyas). The collective emphasis on 
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preserving the intellect underscores the importance placed on safeguarding individuals and society from 
the detrimental effects of narcotics. 

2. Unanimous Prohibition Rooted in Ethical and Legal Principles 

The unanimous agreement among Sunni and Shia jurists reflects a profound ethical and legal stance against 
narcotics. This prohibition extends beyond religious edicts, rooted in the fundamental Islamic principle of 
preventing harm (darar). Islamic teachings prioritize the protection of essential human interests’ life, 
intellect, property, lineage, and religion known as the five necessities (al-daruriyyat al-khams). Narcotics 
pose significant threats to these interests, justifying their prohibition in both jurisprudential rulings and 
statutory laws. 

3. Challenges in Enforcement and Prevalence of Drug Abuse 

Despite stringent religious and legal prohibitions, the persistent prevalence of drug abuse in Islamic 
societies highlights challenges in enforcement and addressing underlying causes. Socio-economic factors 
such as poverty, unemployment, social inequality, psychological stress, and weakened religious convictions 
contribute to addiction rates. This discrepancy suggests that legal measures alone are insufficient to combat 
the narcotics problem effectively. 

4. Role of Socio-Economic Factors and Mental Health 

The research emphasizes the crucial impact of socio-economic conditions and mental health issues on 
individuals' susceptibility to narcotics use. In both Shi'a and Sunni jurisprudence, the necessity to prevent 
harm is paramount, leading scholars to prohibit substances that cause definite harm. Addressing these root 
causes is essential for effective prevention, aligning with Islamic principles that advocate for the well-being 
of individuals and communities. 

5. Importance of Preventive Measures and Education 

Preventive strategies, including education and community engagement, are vital in the fight against 
narcotics. Strengthening religious education and moral values can deter individuals from substance abuse. 
Religious and cultural institutions, such as mosques and schools, have a pivotal role in raising awareness 
about the harms of narcotics and promoting lifestyles that align with Islamic teachings. 

6. Need for Comprehensive Rehabilitation Programs 

Recognizing that punishment alone is insufficient, there is a growing emphasis on rehabilitation and 
treatment programs. Integrating medical, psychological, and spiritual support can enhance recovery 
outcomes for addicts. This holistic approach is consistent with Islamic principles of compassion and mercy, 
encouraging society to support individuals in overcoming addiction. 

7. International Cooperation and Policy Enhancement 

Given the transnational nature of drug trafficking, international cooperation is imperative. Collaborative 
efforts among Islamic countries can strengthen border controls, share intelligence, and harmonize legal 
frameworks, leading to more effective strategies against narcotics proliferation. 

8. Balancing Punitive Measures with Human Rights 

While statutory laws in countries like Iran and Iraq impose severe penalties, including the death penalty, it 
is essential to balance punitive measures with human rights considerations. Overemphasis on punishment 
without addressing socio-economic and psychological factors may not lead to the desired decrease in drug 
abuse and could have adverse social consequences. 

9. Legal Frameworks Reflecting Islamic Values 

The statutory laws examined reflect Islamic values by aiming to protect society and individuals from harm. 
However, implementing these laws requires consideration of contemporary contexts and flexibility to 
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address new challenges posed by evolving drug trends and technologies, ensuring that justice is 
administered effectively and compassionately. 

10. Leveraging Islamic Legal Tools for Modern Challenges 

Islamic jurisprudence offers mechanisms such as ijtihad (independent reasoning) to interpret laws in light 
of new circumstances. Utilizing these tools allows for adaptive legal responses to modern challenges posed 
by synthetic drugs and novel psychoactive substances, ensuring that Islamic law remains relevant and 
effective. 

6. Recommendations 

1. Strengthen Socio-Economic Support Systems 

Governments should implement policies addressing poverty, unemployment, and social inequalities. By 
improving socio-economic conditions, vulnerabilities that lead individuals toward narcotics can be reduced, 
aligning with the Islamic principle of preventing harm. 

2. Enhance Education and Awareness Programs 

Educational curricula should include comprehensive information about the dangers of narcotics, integrating 
religious teachings that emphasize preserving intellect and health. Public awareness campaigns can 
leverage media and community leaders to disseminate information effectively. 

3. Develop Integrated Rehabilitation Services 

Establish rehabilitation centers offering medical, psychological, and spiritual support. Programs should be 
accessible and destigmatized to encourage individuals to seek help without fear of legal repercussions or 
social ostracism, embodying Islamic values of compassion and mercy. 

4. Promote Religious and Community Involvement 

Religious institutions and community organizations should actively participate in prevention and 
rehabilitation efforts. By providing guidance, support, and resources, they can foster resilience against drug 
use and facilitate reintegration of recovering addicts into society. 

5. Review and Reform Legal Penalties 

Reassess the severity of legal penalties to ensure they are proportionate and effective. Consider alternative 
sanctions for minor offenses, such as mandatory treatment or community service, focusing on rehabilitation 
rather than solely on punitive measures. 

6. Utilize Ijtihad for Contemporary Issues 

Encourage qualified scholars to engage in ijtihad to address modern narcotics-related challenges. This 
practice can lead to the development of relevant legal opinions (fatwas) that consider current societal 
contexts and technological advancements. 

7. Enhance International Collaboration 

Islamic countries should collaborate in sharing best practices, intelligence, and resources to combat drug 
trafficking networks. Joint initiatives can address the complexities of the narcotics trade more effectively 
than isolated efforts. 

8. Ensure Human Rights Compliance 

Legal frameworks and enforcement practices should align with international human rights standards. 
Upholding principles of fairness, justice, and due process strengthens the legitimacy and effectiveness of the 
legal system, resonating with Islamic justice ideals. 

9. Invest in Research and Data Collection 
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Support research initiatives to gather data on drug trends, intervention effectiveness, and societal impacts. 
Evidence-based policies are crucial for developing targeted strategies that yield measurable results in 
reducing narcotics abuse. 

10. Foster Interdisciplinary Dialogue 

Promote collaboration among religious scholars, legal experts, healthcare professionals, and policymakers. 
Interdisciplinary dialogue can lead to comprehensive solutions addressing the multifaceted nature of the 
narcotics problem, ensuring that interventions are culturally sensitive and effective. 

5-3 Final Thoughts 

The intersection of Islamic jurisprudence and statutory laws provides a robust framework for addressing 
the challenges posed by narcotic drugs. However, the complexity of addiction and drug trafficking 
necessitates a multifaceted approach extending beyond legal prohibitions. By integrating religious 
principles with contemporary strategies including socio-economic development, education, rehabilitation, 
and international cooperation—Islamic societies can enhance their effectiveness in combating narcotics 
abuse. 

Emphasizing compassion, human dignity, and holistic well-being aligns with core Islamic values and can 
lead to more sustainable and impactful outcomes. The commitment to preserving the intellect and 
preventing harm, central to Islamic teachings, should guide both policy formulation and implementation. 
Through concerted efforts, it is possible to mitigate the impact of narcotics and promote a healthier, more 
productive society grounded in the ethical and moral principles of Islam. 
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