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It gives me immense pleasure to extend my heartiest congratulations to the Faculty 
of Veterinary Sciences, Bahauddin Zakariya University, Multan, Pakistan for 

starranging this marvelous event of 1  International Conference on Zoonoses-2014. 
Humans have a multifaceted relationship with animals and use them for a variety of 
purposes from time immemorial. Humans have used animals as a source of food, 
tools, clothing and draught purpose for millennia. Apart from this, humans have 
also developed strong emotional bonds with some animal species as companions to 
share their loneliness. Due to this reason, animals have remained a source of 
inspiration for humans. Beside all these facts, with the passage of time, it was 
revealed that animals may prove to be a serious threat to human populations for the 
transmission of infectious pathogens, more accurately, zoonotic pathogens, having 
the potential to be transmitted from animals to human beings. Zoonosis is one of the 
most important and emerging issues of public health concern. During last two 
decades, world has badly struck with zoonotic infections like Avian Influenza, 
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, Swine flu, Mad Cow disease with 
considerably high rates of morbidities and mortalities among the human 
population. Moreover, zoonotic pathogens are also a big hurdle in international 
trade of animals and their products and have negative impact on the economy of 
country. This may also be a major cause of social isolation of a country from rest of 
the world. Realizing the importance of this important issue, the Faculty of 
Veterinary Sciences has arranged this event to bring together the professionals 
under one roof to cope with the problem which is highly appreciable. This 
conference will provide a forum to the veterinary and medical professionals to 
interact with each to overcome the zoonotic issues for the betterment of humanity. I 
heartily welcome the distinguished foreign and national delegates/guests at this 
conference being held at Bahauddin Zakariya University, Multan and hope it will 
serve as a catalyst to interact and develop the strategies to safeguard the public from 
zoonotic diseases.  



Zoonotic pathogens represent serious threat to human health and generate a great 
covenant of public health concern and scientific interest in both veterinary and 
medical sectors. According to a recent report, 75% of the emerging diseases 
originate from domestic or wild animals. Zoonotic agents include bacteria, viruses, 
fungi, parasites and/or other agents.  The animal reservoirs of zoonotic pathogens 
can be domestic animals, wildlife, pets or peri-domestic wildlife. Concern is grown 
towards zoonotic diseases because of multiple factors like their unpredictable 
nature, their ability to emerge anywhere and spread rapidly around the globe and 
their major economic impact on industries. Unfortunately, most of the zoonotic 
diseases are neglected, having received a lack of attention from researchers, policy 
makers and funders for many years. In developing countries like Pakistan, the 
status of public health is not up to the mark. So, need of the day is to make strenuous 
efforts to increase our knowledge and understanding of current and probable future 
prospects of zoonotic diseases.  In order to highlight the importance of zoonotic 
diseases and to promote greater multi-disciplinary input; the Faculty of Veterinary 

stSciences, Bahauddin Zakariya University, Multan, Pakistan has arranged this 1  
International Conference on Zoonoses-2014. The researchers and experts in this 
conference are expected to explore the reasons and factors driving the emergence of 
zoonotic diseases to prominence and to identify more efficient strategies and 
research programs that need to be developed for better understanding and control of 
emerging zoonotic infections and their public health impact. This conference will 
provide the professionals to get advanced knowledge on detection and control of 
zoonotic diseases from invited speakers who are authorities in their area of research 
zoonotic diseases. This will also enable them to develop and promote more 
effective disease control strategies and to improve animal and human health care 
systems the concept of “One Health”.
I do hope that participants will find this event a valuable addition in their existing 
scientific knowledge and wish them a great success in their future endeavors. 
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